knotty problems of the German proposals, leaving the
British Prime Minister, without weapons, the butt of
attacks in Parliament, Britain was blamed for the delay
in reaching final agreement on the terms of the Anglo-
Franco-Soviet Pact to preserve Poland from just that late
which Germany and Russia were hoping- to prepare for
her.
Mr. Neville Chamberlain stated on several occasions
that as far as Britain was concerned, no ideological differ-
ences were proving obstacles to the smooth treatment of
the negotiations. Yet no indication came from Moscow
that agreement was in sight. Towards the end of July,
with the Russo-German terms practically agreed, the Soviet
put forward its final terms to Poland and the Western
Powers. As the Soviet put it, the only real way in which
Russia could be of assistance to Poland was for Poland and
her present allies to agree to Russian occupation of the
Polish provinces of Wilna and Volhynia directly on the
outbreak of hostilities.
Two reasons, both cunning, were behind the minds of
the Russian schemers when putting forward this suggestion.
The first was that Russia was fairly sure that Poland would
not agree to such a condition, with memories of past
Russian treachery and butchery still in the Polish people's
minds, and therefore Russia could call off the negotiations
on the somewhat slender grounds that Poknd was not
serious in her intentions for an understanding, thus leaving
the way clear to sign up with Germany; if, on the other
hand, out of dire necessity and against her better judge-
ment, Poland agreed to the Russian proposals the partition
of Poland, so far as the Russian slice was concerned, was
brought about without Soviet participation in a war, because
it is fairly safe to assume that once the Red Army had
occupied the two provinces in question, they would not
leave them, but would set up peasant and workers* councils
on the Russian model.
Now what accounted for the Hitler change of front?
Not a sudden conversion to the creed of Stalin. And why
was not Herr von Papen set down by the first refusal of
Turkey to listen to his scheme?
3*3